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TAGS: PFOR, PDIP, LE, SY 

SUBJ: POSSIBLE EXCHANGE OF DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS BETWEEN 
LEBANON AND SYRIA 

REF: BEIRUT 772 

1 . FRANKLY, IDEA STRIKES ME AS GIMMICKY BUT IN ANY 
EVENT UNLIKELY TO BENEFIT FROM IDENTIFICATION WITH 
U.S. AS SPONSOR. 

2. CAN ACCEPT THAT EXCHANGE OF DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS 
MIGHT BE MEANINGFUL TO LEBANESE AS SYMBOLIC REASSURANCE 
SYRIANS DO NOT INTEND SWALLOW THEM UP. I AM PERSONALLY 
CONVINCED SYRIA HAS NO SUCH AMBITION TO DO SO. LEBANON, 

AS FAR AS PRESENT SYRIAN LEADERSHIP IS CONCERNED, HAS PURSUED 
ITS ABERRANT DEVELOPMENT IN AREA FOR SO LONG 
THAT IT WOULD PROVE INDIGESTIBLE. 

3. HOWEVER, IF IDEA WOULD MEAN SOMETHING TO LEBANESE, 

IT WOULD SEEM MAKE MUCH MORE SENSE IF THEY 
THEMSLEVES BROACHED IDEA TO SYRIANS. IN DAMASCUS 

WE HAVE FOR MANY MONTHS LARGELY LIMITED OUR PRONOUNCE- 
MENTS ON LEBANON TO EMPHASIZING U.S. CONCERN FOR 
LEBANON'S TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY, COUNSELING NON 
INTERVENTION AND PASSING WORD THAT WE DID NOT SUPPORT 
EXTREMIST CHRISTIANS. FOR US TO FEED SYRIANS IDEA OF 
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EXCHANING DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS, I BELIEVE, WOULD RESTOKE 
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SYRIAN SUSPICIONS THAT WE REALLY ARE FAR DEEPER IN GAME OF 
BEIRUT'T POLITICAL MANEUVERINGS THAN WE HAVE BEEN WILLING 
TO CONFESS. 

MURPHY 
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